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NGO Dalit has been implementing Her Choice project to create a
women friendly environment and accelerating women's
empowerment. Main cbjective of Her Choice project is: reducing
the rate of child marriage by empowering girl child in deciding
about their marriage.

Vision

A world; where girls and women enjoy equal status with boys and
men to achieve their full potential in all aspects of their lives.

Mission
Girls are free to decide if, whom and when to marry.

Project related info

Working arena : Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore District
No. of Union '9

No. of Village 19

No. of beneficiaries : 4,015

Project duration : March 2016 - December 2020

Major activities of the project:

Under the ‘Her Choice’ Project, 19 girls clubs and 9 boys
clubs in 9 Unions conducting leadership development
training for adolescent girls, skill enhancement training for
parents, discouraging child marriage, awareness raising
programs are conducted for local chairmen, leading and
religious personalities, school / madrasa teachers and
members of the management committee to reduce
adolescents drop out of education and eve teasing. In order
to improve personal health, habitual change activities have
been conducted through menstrual health care,
reproductive health and rights meetings, meetings on
reproductive health and psychological perspectives for
teachers and parents, community drama, pot (group) song,
rally, miking etc. Meetings have been conducted with
various entrepreneurs, NGOs and other organizations to
provide employment oriented training, vocational
(computer) training to create employment opportunities.
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MAIN STRATEGIES:

1. Invest in girls, their knowledge, skills and participation in society.
Enhancing their comprehension of the negative effects of child marriage and
of alternative options, contributing to girls having increased control in
decision-making, especially if, when and whom to marry.

2. Improve access to formal education for girls. Supporting girl-friendly
schools and building knowledge through schooling in general, and on SRHR in
particular, contributing to girls having increased control in decision-making.

3. Improve access to youth-friendly SRH-services for girls. Improving health
services and by actively referring girls to health workers, contributing to girls
being better informed and having increased control in SRHR-related
decision-making.

4. Improve the economic security of girls and their families. Creating and/or
supporting women self-help groups with training and access to (financial)
resources, contributing to girls' increased control in decision-making, and to
greater decision-making space of girls within communities.

5. Mobilize communities to transform social norms that are detrimental to
achieving gender equity. Supporting communities to promote girls' rights and
gender equity; contributing to greater decision-making space of girls within
communities.

6. Create an enabling legal and policy environment on preventing child
marriage. Supporting traditional leaders and (local) authorities to enforce
policies on preventing child marriage, contributing to greater
decision-making space of girls through enforced legislation.
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Activities of adolescent girls/boys clubs:
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Organizing monthly/ bi-monthly/ quarterly meetings;

Lessons for the young women;

Sports competition for the young women;

Experience sharing meeting with the participation of child marriage victim couples;
Awareness raising court-yard meeting;

Conduct medical camps to increase health awareness;

Conducting legal awareness meetings;

Talent development through essay writing, debate and drawing competitions;
Publish wall magazine;

10 Publish printed magazine;

11.Karate/ football tournament;

12.Cultural competitions;

13.Celebration of national and international days.

Achievements: Adolescent girls/ boys clubs have achieved the following milestones by
implementing their planned activities in their respective areas:

10 Oogesl G Am B L0 b B

Extensive public awareness has been created (on various social issues);

Creating employment opportunities;

Progress in higher education;

Social leadership development (especially for the women);

Created a field for expressing opinions;

Health awareness has increased (menstrual hygiene and sexual & reproductive health);
Mastering self-defense tactics;

Increased participation in government health services;

. Creating a field of communication;

10 Increasing women's empowerment.
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House of Peace

House of Peace is a pilot program of Her Choice project. The
program is implementing in Majidpur village (of Keshabpur
Upazila), one of the villages of the project area. House of peace
was designed for them who are already victims of child marriage
and leading a very measurable life. It recovers the victims of child
marriage from trauma and makes them self reliant by providing
need based training. At present, House of peace is helping 25
child brides to look forward to a brighter future.

Goal of the program

To pilot a multigenerational approach to combating the
intergenerational cycle of child marriage and poverty, through the
creation of a Hub where multi-sectoral services (education,
health, legal and psychosocial counseling, ECEC {Early Childhood
Education and Care}, vocational training) are offered to married
and unmarried young women and men, with the invelvement of
all generations (children, grandparents and in-laws}.

Objectives of the program

* To create awareness on pre-childhood

* To build awareness on Child Marriage Act

* To enhance awareness on child health & SRH

* To create awareness on mental health

* To develop employment opportunities by skill development

* Formation of self-help group & operation of financial program

Major activities of the program

* Formation of a Self-Help group & operation of financial activities
* Awareness session on first 1,000 days of a child

* Awareness meeting on Acts of Child Marriage & Family matter

* Awareness session on SRH

* Awareness session on mental health

* Training on employment opportunities

* Operate children's play zone for the participant's children

* Documentation on negative effects of Child Marriage of the beneficiary

"YATEUE N -NAf-2
Stories of 'Her Choice'-2



o T T, AR 6 +E

¢ IZE T QST VT, CFTE (T FIT e N AT BT wIoR ([8) N | B v 9T A R
WIWT@@W\QJ*@vaﬂ&?MﬂIMWWWWWQWWWIWWW

SItF ordl A0S e =1 | 961 ©its *ISifaereicy faiieT sacel,
WF9E, 9, 5%, #fY (@FlTe BT (A2 F2E @HT SF | S
TRLEg FUT RS ez fordies H180e =11 (o1t (e 990 &It (90
BT fIferCa SICo 4T <GS | G 9refel 1% fefy <2, ©ig,
TE «F 95 IWPIR q TCAF AT PR OF @ | A
BRITCATGTT (7 TS e g 6T e 6a | Ga9ia Nemoled 2o
7 o7 G IR S RO B A el A = | e D @
SRHNRT B | S S A @P ¢ ,000/= (o> @ GIH)
ST IACATD T BT SICoa FICe A miofe A= 3ea |
viieTe RIeTre Ty e ST S Moo 05 FET T =
AT C5F COTeTer SRS SF =3 | (A @l eff-0oia Fomera e e
fiema e of6 S Tre AT w6 | e AR i
Tracae sie U<y $Ca 2T | TR TogET Sfae PN P
VI ARSI ¢ (EITT O <G | a1el effeiver ¢2f (ST #Mere '
CURTTYET FECS T | N WIS HIG FA0e IS NG (HCH (A
COMCT T AT | SRR TICeica STCas 76t (AT CRald I (A
o 2Ifere 50 T | STNCEE A e ¢of Sl =0 STt N1 e
oS TerSerels S | (F Szl oie (Ve Frarefsl (77, 2ifEsa Ao el Soisae @ (4ol w1t mi wed | el
(% (BT G0 ATl 0o o7t #fB0e 6 BET <#10e “ATCd | O $9 (Tl QT '@ STyl Syl a1 S9he 7130
Y&k B | @ (7 (@ TR S W B | @ C2f @ QTP [ A0 GIeteT ole 99 '8 2ed ©IR ([ ¢ |
oSl (7 TEICT TArarwa AT 2 get '8 (N (410e A%V &(F | (N3 04 EXEGITs o1, T, AIfE 1% 5o =91 <@
CACT | BT B3 TR 98 (FF (A (1 CTIMAEN 10, Waa ¥o WIed a0 $eice | Iield N7 nkfe 7REE 9
B 2 '8 T S I effc Petael & wE |

08

Money is not strength, morale is the real strength

5-years-old Swagata Das, daughter of Tumpa Das (26). Tumpa is a Self help group member and also
separated from her husband. Tumpa Das was a victim of child marriage. Her husband was extremely strict
in nature. He keeps track of everything she does. He monitors where she is and whom she is with at all
times. He is so abusive, jealous, including constantly accused her of cheating. He prevents her from seeing
her family. He always hurt her physically, such as hitting, beating, pushing, shoving, punching, slapping,
kicking, or biting. He did not spare any torture. Unable to bear the torture, Tumpa somehow escaped to
her father's house with her 1-year-old daughter. She along with her daughter Swagata lived with family of
7 including parents, brother, brother's wife and children in father's house. In the financial crisis, she started
working as a day laborer in the field. When the House of Peace started in Majidpur village, Tumpa became
its member and participated in various meetings. With the financial assistance 5,000 (Five Thousand Taka)
from House of Peace, she purchased goats in addition to field work. The House of Peace play zone
activities started in 2018 to spread the light of education among dalit children. Helps children be enrolled
in school through pre-childhood education in the play zone. Provide education to children in a pleasant
environment. Wishing for a bright future for the child, Tumpa Das admitted Swagata into the play zone.
She comes to the play zone every day to read and play. Tumpa leaves her daughter Swagata in the play
zone when she goes to work in the field. When she returned from field work at the end of the day, she took
her daughter back to home. Over time, the play zone has become a place of absolute reliance for Mother
Tumpa. The place that provides security to her daughter provides educational materials and toys with
nutritious food. Coming to the play zone every day, Swagata can now read, write and recite rhymes. Her
world-pleasing smile and half-turned recitation fascinated everyone. She obeys the play zone teacher. She
teaches what she learns from the play zone to her friends and neighbors. Swagata likes to play with dolls
and games with the children in the play zone. Tumpa is surprised to hear the names of fruits, flowers and
birds in English on the girl's face. Tumpa wants to educate her daughter no matter how hard she tries, to
make her a true human being. Swagata’s mother expressed gratitude to the Her Choice project and the
House of Peace.
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Baishakhi’s dream comes true

18 years old adventurous Baishakhi Sarkar daughter of Anando Sarkar and Purnima sarkar lives in Jahanpur
village under Keshabpur upazila of Jashore district. Her father is a day laborer and mather is a homemaker.
She is the younger daughter and she has 2 elder brothers. In a family of 5 members, her father is the only
earner in their family. His income was far less than the daily needs of the family. Where it was difficult to
provide food, it was almast impassible to pay for the education of three children. Baishakhi was the
president of Jahanpur girls club and also a Karate team member. She participated in Bangladesh National
Karate Tournament several times. Her family wanted to married her off at 2018, due to unable to bear the
cast of her education. When she protested, her family members started mishehave with her. At ane point
her parents stopped paying for her education and she become helpless. Her Chaice project then stood by
her side. With the higher education suppart from the project, she resumed her studies. Where maost of the
girls in our community get married in childhood, I dreamed of samething different, something
adventurous. Police officers serve their coammunities by protecting property and people. They prevent and
salve crime, keep the peace, and respand to criminal activities and emergencies. Their responsibilities
towards country and nation attract me a lot. That's why [ dreamed of becoming a police officer’, said
Baishakhi. ‘But I did not know how to apply or what educational qualifications were required for this
pasition’, she cantinued. "Her Chaice project staff assisted me a lot with the necessary information’. First
time she tried for the Bangladesh police at 2018. But she was disqualified fand tried again and again.
Baishakhi das got chance in Bangladesh Palice at August, 2019. She was a well known member of Karate
team of Her Choice project. As a result her past was very acceptable in Bangladesh palice. She already
jained the Bangladesh Paolice at 21 Sep, 2019. Knowing Karate added advantage for getting the job, said
Baishakhi. ‘Being a girls club member its improves my communication skills, problem-salving skills,
diplomacy for dealing with sensitive situations, a sense of personal respansibility, integrity, resilience,
canfidence, teamwaork skills, ability to wark independently and respect for diversity’, she said. Now her
family members also support and appreciate her. Currently she is posted in Kustia Police Station, she and
her family members expressed their gratitude to Her Choice project.
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Struggling Entrepreneur Jharna Das

32 years old Jharna Das is wife of Palash Das lived in Sujapur village of Keshabpur upazila, in
Jashore district. There are 5 members in her family including son, daughter and maother in law.
Jharna Das was a housewife. Her husband Palash Das (37) runs a small business of bamboo and
cane. She helped her husband after completing her household activities. Her husband earns alone
in a family of five where her two children are studying and her mother-in-law is very ill. Gradually
it was becoming impossible for her husband to educate her children after the expense of the
family and by buying her mother's medicine. At one point, due to financial difficulties, Jharna send
her daughter to her father's house. Then she took loan from an NGO and started a business of
bamboo and cane. It becomes difficult for her to pay the installment of the loan then and there.
Then she took loan again from another NGO and paid the loan taken from previous NGO. She
started earning but she could not calculate the profit and loss of the business due to not
understanding the business properly. She got Entrepreneur training from the Her Choice project.
After that she had come to know how to run a business, function properly and save money. She
was the members of Sujapur youth group and participated in many programs of the Her Choice
project. Then she started a cradle business. In addition to her husband's income, she began to
contribute to the family income. She runs her business according to the lessons learned from the
training. After these struggles, day by day her family's economic situation began to improve. Now
35-40 women have been working under Jharna Das. She has paid all loans and and her daughter
is back to her now. Jharna Das and her husband are pleased with the Her Choice project and
thanked all the staff of the project.
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Shamoly Das free from cursed life

Shamaly Das (19) lives in Daspara, under Majidpur union in Keshabpur, Jashare. Her father Bishwanath
Das (69) is a rickshaw-van puller and mother Durga Rani Das (55) is a housewife. She is the third child of
her parents. Bishwanath gave his daughter in marriage with the aim of building a bright future for her. In
2018 Shamoly was married to Jibon Das the son of Sarjit Das of Muragasa village, under Manirampur
Upazila, Jashare. Jibon Das was a jobless man. ‘He started misbehave with me a few days after the
marriage. He wauld get angry very quickly and had a very unpredictable temper, so [ never know what
might cause a problem. Suddenly he started asking for dowry’, said Shamoly. When she protested and
failed to bring maney she was tortured physically and verbally by her husband and his family members.
‘They used to insult me in frant of everyane. Especially when someone came to visit the hause and in
front of the neighbors they used to insult me mare and mare’, Shamaly said. They used to taunt her for
her skin calour by calling her “kalli-kalla”, and she used to cry aver the phane to her parents. She would
often say to her parents that she is not able to live peacefully and that she will end her life. In the
meanwhile, she was pregnant and she was tortured mare in this time. “The maore [ had trouble, the mare
fun they had’. The violence escalated to such an extent that she maved to her father's house.

She give birth a baby bay in her parent’s hame. But nobady from her in-laws home came ta see her or
her baby. In this circumstance, her father went to the lawyer of the House of Peace (a program of Her
Chaice praoject). The Lawyer gave him much suggestion about the marriage law and divarce. Shamaly Das
decided to divarce her husband with the help of that lawyer in 25 Nav, 2019. She did not want to lead a
conjugal life with a man whao tortured her, make fun of her appearance and always insult her in front of
others. Then she divarced him with the help of the House of Peace. Now she wants to establish herself
and make her child as a good human being. Shamaly Das has started her study again. Now she is a
candidate of H.5.C examination in 2021. She thanked the lawyer and staff of House of peace for freeing
her from her cursed life.

17



TRATR 2T I, I WS IEH NSO N5

Torer Wi IEPReTeE FECT 58 T2 T T AT oo JE OFF SEF TPIHd WIEH At {9z 950 99w 29 |
I SN FLT AT (G W@ (F*990 Coeee e LT R STEPT S | ©F (%07 S 9%8 T Sie
Ws@@ﬁrwwm\ewwﬁmwwwm%ﬁwmm@ﬁrw%ﬂ o
AR (921 ST TR TATE T o O [ | . Ty

AT AT 435 THEGCT A B oS MR

wfoe fezr | S sorE FRed AREES %%
@R UIFe | AT T INE I ANE TG
b I 7 O R M I | o0 B
SifgEg wNE FE W @ G ARREE
Praltd SIE (P SRERs et 97 s
SAGF SRPI Tay TMce Wi Prae 712 @
I3 ARSI S 1w 9149, S Few =9 |
e 7 Tl =m SEpT gatga o e
AT =T aR T =9 MICH G (g R
VT = | I B &FF SILF Cooo /= (A6 2R
BreT) < STRiIReT e e |

ST G o Tre el Ty o, =T e Bpera iy feaecereT | @2y o i =0T 2ffisme &1F Soo BT Sy e
e | =g Forfece, it weee foces 97 focem «ifaeEs sifem (IoTee 213 | ot T9emr 2997 o7 9 S
STRICT T4 S A1, SO 23t BT Sfaiel <hfe oo S STRIIHa (=16 (=I5 WHmIae ZE4 e A | e
SO BT (A0 S o a1si @ ROV =Tigel (oATITaF ey el @ (Caee <Ige Tehgere ey il | @4
o ST RS AN g o7 e ToRaeR | SNE AN 9 NI T ¢ | A ey
P&t CHE AN TS (R’ | I (NCF (F A O F0T S W Praee? =zig | A «fqae
e < S i (IR Tee T S ST @ R | S B wiceT dfc Fete A, ol T i |
of<Te ol o 91fw it a=ft @it 91 2w < 9ite woice BIF |

14

Happiness after struggle, a success story of a dalit bride

Due to fathers financial instability 14 years old Swapna Das married to a rickshaw-van puller Bashudev Das
in 2002. They live in Majidpur union in Keshabpur Upazila under Jashare district. She has a san Jibon Das
(12) studying in class IV and daughter Sathi Das (6) studying in class [ in Bagda primary school. Only her
husband was the earing source in their family. The daily expenses of the family were extremely difficult to
run on ane's incame. Due to financial difficulties, family quarrels would continue. ‘Financial deprivation
creates emotional distance between me and my husband’, said Swapna. ‘I had no status in the family. [ had
na involvement in family decisions. [n arder ta maintain the econamic balance of the family, [ have decided
that [ will contribute to the income of the family, [ will be self-sufficient’. After some day, she met with Her
chaice project staff and became a member of Self Help Group of House of Peace. Her Chaice project

provided her 5000.00 (Five Thousand) tk. as suppart money.

Then she bought some hen, duck and fruit trees with this maney. Every day she earns almaost 100 taka by
selling the eggs. ‘[ have never been able to meet the needs of my family, myself or my child’, said Swapna.
‘But after becaming self-reliant, [ contribute to my child education, meet their nutritional needs and also
fulfill the small demands of my children’. She baought new clathes for her husband and children at Durga
Puja and bought a nase pin for her daughter. ‘Now [ have economic freedom as well as increased happiness
in my family. My husband now gives me dignity. The family takes my opinion on various decisions. [ have
even decided which school [ will enroll my daughter in. Seeing the family change now [ wander where [ was
and where [ am now. [ will be farever grateful ta Dalit’, she said. In the future she wants to run a hen ar duck

farm beside her residence.
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The story of thousand grievances floating in happy tears

After completing class VIII, Rikta Das is married to Dipak Das, son of late Tarapada Das in Majidpur village.
Rikta is the daughter of Nimai Das and Debola Das. After 1 year of marriage, she gave birth to a san
named Rajdip and when the son was 3 years old, she gave birth to a daughter named Kona Das. Rikta is
21 years old now and her husband warked in a Barbershop. However, he cannat maintain all the financial
expenditure of family to wark there. Often Rikta took 2,000-5,000 taka from her father to fill up her

families’ daily need. Nevertheless, she cannot avercame her family crisis.

When she went to fetch maney from her father's hause, she would get into trouble and if she could not
bring money, her husband would abuse her. Over time, the financial situation and family ties deteriorate.
‘At ane paint, [ kept thinking [ might lose both the parental and husband relationship’, Rikta said. In my
mind, [ was loaking for a way out of this situation’, she continued. "At that time, I heard about the House
of Peace from a girl's club member of our village. [ made cantact and discussed about my family crisis
with them. They kept my details and after physically verifying my averall condition, they made me a
member of Self Help Group’, Rikta, said. Her Chaice project provided her 5,000 (Five Thousand taka) as a
support maney. Then Rikta bought a goat from that maney. After 8 manths, the goat has a baby goat.
Quite quickly, her candition began to change. Benefiting from goat rearing, she is currently rearing cows.
She nao langer has to take help from her father. ‘For the first time in my life, [ bought a Punjabi for my
father and a Saree for my mather from my own income’, Rikta cried happily. ‘'Now when [ go to my
father's house, [ go there with my head held high, nat to ask for maney'. Her tears mixed with the taste

of liberation from thousands of filth.
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Self-reliant Lipika

Lipika Das is the 2nd daughter among the 3 children of Ranjit Das and Madhobi Das. Her
father Ranjit das was died 10 years ago. In 2015 when fatherless lipika was a student of class
VI got married to 25 years old Sujon Das, who lives in Majidpur Rishipara in Keshabpur
upazila. Rickshaw-van puller Sujon Das is the son of Dulal Das and Shefali Das. Lipika’s
father-in law Dulal Das was traceless from last 10 years. Her mother-in law works in
agricultural field as a day laborer. She had no status in the family as she did not earn any
money. Her mother-in-law often tortured her. But her husband did not protest. She felt very
helpless because she did not have a father and had no financial ability. On the advice of the
local village leader, she contacted with the House of Peace program staff and became a Self
Help Group member. In 2018 Lipika Das got 5,000.00 tk. as support money from House of
Peace of Her Choice project. She bought a goat from that money. After some days her goat
gave two babies and she already sold a baby goat in 2,500.00 tk. After started earning, her

acceptance in the family has increased. The mother-in-law now gets along well with her.

Now Lipika Das and her mother-in law Shefaly Das together take care of the goat. I am
grateful to Dalit for rescuing me from such a complicated situation. In the future [ want to

cooperate with helpless girls like me’, said Lipika.
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Journey to becoming a beautician from an ordinary woman

Rikta, aged 22, belongs to a hardcore poor family lives in Kashimpur village under Keshabpur
upazila of Jashore district along with her husband Modhusudan Das. 35 years old Modhusudan
Das is a carpenter. Due to poverty, Rikta's parents married her off at an early age and her
husband studied up to class V. Including father and mother-in law, her husband is the only
earner in the joint family. He earns average 6,000.00 (Six Thousand taka) per month. The
financial crisis had been going on since the marriage. At a time Rikta felt immense pressure to
make monetary to her family. She wanted to be self-sufficient to increase the financial
well-being of the family. But despite her desire, she was not getting any chance.

In this situation she heard about the beautician training of Her Choice project by the girl’s club
president Basonti Das of Kashimpur girl’s club. She become interested and communicated with
the project union facilitator to participate in the three months beautification training. She
received the training from July to September, 2017 at Dalit Technical training center facilitated
by a skilled beautician. She learned Eyebrow plucking, hair cutting, pedicure, manicure, hair
re-bonding, hair straightening, hair purm, hair removal, facial etc. from the training. After
completing her training, she proposed to her family to start a beauty parlor. Her family
supported her and she started her beauty parlor service from her house. There was a demand
for parlors in the village but there was no parlor in the village so Rikta's plan worked. Now she
plans to have a beauty parlor in the nearby Varat Vaina bazaar and want to create employment
opportunities for the other poor youth women like her. Rikta is grateful to the project for its
initiative of entrepreneur development. She is currently very happy to be able to contribute to
the growth of the family's financial capacity.
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Sita Rani, the story of a Swordless warrior winning a battle

Sita Rani was the daughter of late Baidyanath Paul and late Surovi Paul barn in Durbadanga village of
Manirampur upazila, Jashaore. There were 9 members in their family including 3 brathers and 5 sisters. Sita
Rani is the youngest of all siblings. In 1993 Sita Rani passed 5.5.C exam with 422 marks and H.S.C in 1995
with 512 marks. As her father was not alive and then her mather was very ald, her brathers mishehaved
with her. But Sita tolerated it silently. She had a desire to be self-reliant. As she had passed H.5.C exam,
she wanted to earn her awn living but her brothers could not accept her as a woman becoming
self-reliant by breaking the rural tradition. They considered it disrespectful for their family. Gradually the
level of torture an her, increased. As she could not tolerates their torture. She came fram Manirampur to
Keshabpur upazila in 1996, searching for a job. At first, she thought she could start a small business due
to lack of capital. But her career began through the teaching profession.

Then she started a small handicraft business. She started her business with 3,000 taka anly. Firstly she
made Saree, Nakshi Kantha, Bed sheet, Hand fan etc. Then she had been trained Entrepreneur training
from the Her Chaice praoject for three days. She had come to know from the training, how to save money,
linkage building with customer, export & import and how to continue a business properly. She
participated in many programs of the Her Chaice project. Now she exports her praducts to Australia since
last 1.5 years. She also impraoved her business by participating in the program arranged by the Her Chaice
project in Jashare Press Club, where she had shared her life stary and story of her business. By listening
her struggle, Assistant Deputy Commissianer {General) of Jashare confirmed that he would communicate
with the foreign shaop, where she could export her Nakshi Kantha, Saree, Bed cover, Sofa caver etc
Presently 350-400 women wark under Sita Rani. Now she earns 25,000 to 30,000 taka in a manth. She
now needs mare capital to expand her business. [ have education, interest, business experience and[ also
have demand for my products. Now if [ get mare capital, [ will be able to expand my business. Now [
dreamed of having my own handicraft shap “Sita Handicrafts”. Thanks to the project for coming and
standing by my side, said Sita.
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Beautiful Bristy stopped her early marriage

Brishty Das daughter of Mona Das and Tulshi Das was born in 3" March 2004. Now she reads in class X in
Satbaria Girls High Schaol. She included herself as a member of Jahanpur adolescent club in 2016. She is

a super active and very attentive member who attends every group meeting in the club and be aware all
of the issue whatever discussed in the meeting. Inspired by the club, she was determined that she would

be self-reliant and would not be a child bride.

In 7" July 2019 she informed Mrs. Sanchita Gayen, {union facilitator, Her Choice project) that she is going
to be married farcefully within 1 week by her family members. But she doesn’t know the accurate date of

wedding. After then Sanchita maintained the secret contact with the girl. As soon as the girl known the
update, she shared it with Sanchita. In 15" July 2019 she infarmed Sanchita Gayen that she will be married

the next day. This marriage must be stopped at any cast, otherwise she will commit suicide, Bristy said.
Please don’t call me by phaone anly text me because mast of the time my parents stay in frant of me. They

are trying to get married to take me out side of my residence, she continued. In 16™ July 2019 at 8:30 pm
she sent text to Sanchita Gayen that, she will get married after 12:00 am. After that Sanchita shared the

news to the Project Manager and Finance and Admin Manager. At first PM made contact with Keshabpur
child marriage prevention hot line number through sms. Till 11:30 pm Brishty Das caontinued communicate
with Sanchita Gayen by sending text. Sanchita Gayen also shared it with the PM. Then the PM tried to
contact with Office Incharge (CC) of Keshabpur Paolice Station. They communicated again with Upazila
Executive Office, Upazila Waomen Affairs Officer and Upazila Woman Vice Chairman for stopping the
marriage. Her Chaice project staff and Police Officer of Keshabpur reached at the wedding place jointly

and stopped the early marriage and rescued the girl. Bristy shared to all that she was being farced into
marriage and grateful to all who helped her to stop the marriage. Now Brishty reads in class X and also a

Karate team member of Her Chaice project. She now dreams of a new life, everyone is fascinated by her

dancing and she wants to be a successful actress.
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Peer Educator Sagor Das continues his study
despite of all hardships

Sagor Das is a president of Komarpol youth group. 20 years old Sagor is a student of Honars thigher
graduation) 1st year and belongs to very hardcare poar family. There are 4 members in their family. His
father 45 years old Sadhaon Das is a day laborer and maother Anjana Das is a homemaker. Sagar das is the
elder son of his parents. He has a younger brather named Akash Das. 17 years old Akash is a student of
class XII at Keshabpur Degree College and also the president of Komarpal boys club under Her Chaice
project. The two siblings are cantinuing their study where their father is the only earming source of their
family. It was very difficult for their father to educate and support his two sons on a low-income family.
Despite his reluctance due to poverty, his father is stopping Sagor’s education. All his dreams are slowly
breaking down. Meanwhile in 2017 Komarpal adolescent boys club established at Komorpal Das para
(locality). Then Sagor das joined Komarpal adolescent boys club under Her Chaice project. Sagor das
attended the club meeting regularly and listened the discussion topics attentively. One day Sagor Das
discussed about his family problem with the union facilitator. Then the facilitator advised him on various
issues (The importance of educatiaon, bad effects of early marriage, gender discriminatian, eve teasing etc)
& discusses all these issues with his parents. Then his parents understood the impartance of education and
agree to continue his study despite of their all hardships. Now Sagaor Das continuing his study in Honor's
(Accounting) 1st year in Govt. BL College, Khulna and wants to complete Chartered Accountants (CA)
degree. Recently he completed 3 months spoken English course with the suppart of Her Chaice project and
he was the top scarer in the course. He is also a peer educator and discusses about impartance of
education, the bad effects of early marriage, gender discrimination, eve teasing, SRHR and ather issues with
his peer group. He thanked the Her Chaice project for helping him maove forward in life. He teaches many
paor children in his area for free and wants to help poar boys like him mare. He wants to became an
administrative officer.
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“Mukta Khatun” irresistible soldier in the battle of life

18 years old Shraboni Yeasmin Mukta was born in Sujapur village under Kashabpur upazila of
Jashore district. Her 56 years old father Kobed Ali runs a small business and 45 years old mother
Khaleda Begum is a housewife. She has three brothers and one sister and she is the youngest one.
Her elder brother Ripon Hossain has gone to Saudi Arabia but he did not get any job. Younger
brother, Masud Rana works in a brick field. Mukta became a member of Sujapur Her Choice gitl’s
club in 2016, when she was a student of class [X. Her brothers forced her to get married but her
father supported her. Mukta’ brothers began to oppose her father in a difficult way for cooperating
with her. When she had got promoted in class X, neighbors of her father said, “You should arrange
your daughter’s marriage quickly because if it is late her appearance would not be glamorous. So
you would face problem in near future”. Mukta had got GPA- 4.18 in SSC exam. The family
members tried to gave married of her, but she did not agree. As she did not want to marry she was
tortured physically and verbally by her brothers. She was financially supported by the project as she
was being repeatedly tried for marriage. Mukta got higher education support from Her Choice
project from last 3 years. As she is very much motivated from the project and also get financial
support from the project, so she could not be married in any way. Then Mukta got 3.83 in HSC
exam. She is now a Karate team member and peer educator of Her Choice project. Now Mukta is a
student of Honor's 1st year in Govt. Degree College. She works as a community volunteer in corona
pandemic and plays a vital role to raise awareness on corona prevention in her community. Still
now she is struggling and continues her study with the help of Her Choice project. She is very
thankful to the staff of Her Choice project to stand beside her to stop her early marriage repeatedly
and continuing her study:.
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Adhere to hygiene rules, disease will be less

16 years old a shy and polite Rikta Das is Komorpol girls club member. Her
father 46 years old Bhutto Das is a rickshaw-van puller and her mother 36 years
old Mukti Das is a housewife. 10th class student Rikta is the middle one among
her siblings. Even just 1 year ago, Rikta had irregular menstruation and severe
abdominal pain. Even at this time she could not go to school, nor could she do
normal activities. As a result, Rikta had to suffer from acute abdominal pain
every month. But due to financial difficulties in the family, her parents did not
able to see a doctor. Eventually Rikta contacts with the staff of Her Choice
project and discuss everything with them. Then the doctor of the House of
Peace saw Rikta and gave her treatment. Rikta then followed the doctor's advice
and recovered. Rikta's father said that despite his desire, he could not able to
see his daughter a doctor because of financial difficulties. I don't know how
much longer my daughter would have to suffer from severe acute pain if you
didn't take action. "Thanks to all Her Choice project staff for healing my
daughter,” said Rikta's father.
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Story of a successful shopkeeper Poly Das

20 years old Poly Das lives in Majidpur union of Keshabpur upazila. Poly is the youngest
among the 4 children of father Ajit Das and mother Sarma Das. She studied up to class V in
Baliadanga Primary School. As her parents were uneducated and unaware, her parents
married 14-year-old Poly to 26-year-old Bappi Das in 2014. Bappi Das passed his diploma
from Jashore Polytechnic College. He got job at the Customs Checking Center in Jashore
Airport. But as the only son of the parents, they did not allow him to work there. Poly's
mother-in-law died after 4 years of her marriage. Her father-in-law worked as a day laborer
but later became blind due to injuries. He has been living blindly for 20-22 years. Over time
the financial shortage in the family continues to increase. Shortly after the marriage, Poly
gave birth to twins. But one of her daughters died due to malnutrition as she could not
provide the required food to the child. The situation is getting more complex day by day due
to rising commodity prices. They get lost in how they will live, run the household expenses.
Poly began a grocery store by borrowing money from neighbor and relatives. But they had
no money left to carry the goods to the store. At that time she became a member of the Self
Help Group with the help of Majidpur Youth Group and received financial assistance of Tk.
5,000 (Five Thousand Taka) from the House of Peace (a program of Her Choice). With this
money she purchased the necessary accessories and also bought a fridge for the shop in
installments. She also pays the down payment of the fridge installment from here. She is
currently making profit from the store. Financial prosperity has returned to her family,
happiness and comfort has also returned. At present she is living a happy life with her
husband, family and children.
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Story of Smrity Das “Happiness erased the sad memories of life”

Smrity Das, daughter of Gaur Das and Prabhati Das, 22 years old, lived in Khanpur Rishipara in Manirampur
upazila. She is the third one among 3 brothers and 2 sisters. In 2013, she got married to 36-years-old Ujjwal
Das of Majidpur village in Keshabpur upazila. Ujjwal Das is a barber by profession. The couple has 2 children,
4-years-old Anuradha Das and 2-years-old Durjoy Das. In a family of 5 members, her husband is the only
earner. He earns an average of taka 200-250 per day by working in a male salon. But with this meager
income, it was very difficult for her husband to run the family alone. Smirity has been living in extreme
poverty in her father’s house as well as in her husband'’s house. Smrity was disgusted with her own life as she
could not meet even the smallest needs of her children. She always wanted to earn a living by putting a smile
on her husband and children’s face, but she could not become self-sufficient as she did not have much
opportunity to work in the village and poverty in her family was not alleviated. At that time the staff of the
House of Peace contacted her and she became a member of the Self Help Group and received financial
assistance of 5,000 {Five thousand taka) with this money she bought some tubes of car tires. Makes washers
with tubes and sells in the local market. There is a demand for her product in the local market as the quality
of her product is good. She is currently a successful entrepreneur selling products. Smrity also bought a goat
with her profit money and is currently raising it. Prosperity has returned to the family as she has taken the
helm of the family as well as her husband. Asked about the reason for the rapid change in the financial
situation in a short period of time, Smrity said, “l wanted to do something innovative outside of conventional
work. No one does this work in my village and the quality of my product is good so the demand for my
product in the local market has increased and I am getting better prices. Seeing the rapid change in my
financial situation, many women in the village want to learn the work and want to work with me.

[ am very happy with my current income. [ can now fulfill the small demands of my children. [ also bought
some necessary products in my husband's salon with the money I earned. I have never been able to buy
anything for lack of money, now [ am proud to buy something for my family members with my own earnings.
[ want to expand my business in the future. [ want to make helpless poor women like me self-reliant by
involving them in my work. Currently the Her Choice project is collaborating with various government and
non-government organizations to get me a loan as a small entrepreneur. Many thanks to the Her Choice
project for changing my financial situation and still supporting me.
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Destroyed life of Salma and then..........

Salma Sharmin aged 34, lives in west area of Majidpur village under Keshabpur upazila. Her father 72 years
old Md. Yaqub Ali Sardar is a farmer by profession and 60 years old mother Mahafuza Begum is a
hausewife. Sharmin is the eldest of twa siblings. Her brother Md. Habibur Rahman aged 29 has just passed
his M.A and is currently warking in electranics. Despite her good education, Salma was married in 2001 to
Mohammad Mafizur Sheikh, a resident of Nurania village in Dumuria Upazila, as she was belong from a
conservative family. Mofizur is the youngest of 4 brathers and 2 sisters and he has studied till 10th class.
He is a businessman by professiaon. He runs electranic machinery business in Chuknagar market. One year
after the marriage, on May 14, 2002, the couple gave birth to a son named Md. Abdullah Sheikh who is
now 17 years old. Salma has been married for 13 years in a joint family of 3 brothers- in- laws and 2 sister-
in-laws. Criginally, after the death of his father-in-law Md. Mumtaz Sheikh, unrest started in his family. In
2013, Salma's husband fell in extra marital affair with a woman from Dumuria. The woman's husband is
said to be warking in Barishal and she is involved in anti-sacial activities. This is the beginning of various
unrests in Salma's marital life. Then her husband got married mare than once and started torturing her
inhumanely. Unable ta bear the physical and mental torture, she maved to her father's hause in December
2013. Then she kept herself busy with her father in cultivating land. Knowing her life history, she was made
a member of the Self Help Group of the House of Peace (a program of Her Chaice) and was given financial
assistance of 5,000/= (Five Thousand taka anly) from the project. With that money she invests in Bambaoo
sticks of her father's betel leaf garden. Now she earns 50-100 taka per day. She is educating her san with
her own income. Her san is now in ninth grade at Muktijoddha Technical Secandary Schoal. In Salma’s 20s,
she went through a disastrous marriage that left her single, broke her with a baby, but she warked her way
back, building up a nice little business while raising her son.

[t's a story that might easily feature in an article about women wha suffered torturing and then, by hard
wark and farce of character, turn her life around.
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Das wants to be a professional Karate practitioner

Rituparna Das lives in Komorpol village of Satbaria union in Keshabpur upazila of Jashore
district. Her father's name is late Ranjan Das and her mother is Chinta Das. She is the
youngest of four siblings. The marriage of the two elder sisters Lipika Das and Shilpi Das
took place long ago. The only brother converted to monasticism and wandered around the
ashram. Rituparna’s mother works in others field and lives hand to mouth with her
daughter. They have no land to cultivate except homestead land. Mother and daughter live
inhuman lives as there is no one to earn money. After hundreds of hardships, the mother is
committed; she will not give her daughter a child marriage. The mother wants to establish
her daughter through education. Ritu is a student of class X of Komorpol Secondary School.
Ritu is continuing her studies through various adversities. She has been a regular member
of Her Choice project since 2016. At first, Ritu was a general member of the club. But after
seeing her organizational skills and interest in her work, she was later elected as the general
secretary of the club. She is currently the General Secretary of the Komorpol adolescent
club. She wants to help her mother by doing some work besides overcoming her financial
difficulties. Ritu has been a member of the Karate team since 2018. Participation and
interest in regular training is taking her forward day by day. She participates in various
trainings and programs at the district level. She has won prizes by participating in
tournaments at the upazila level. She has participated in national tournaments through
Bangladesh Karate Federation in 2018 and 2020. In the future, she wants to be a
professional karate master and wants to make the dalit community and the country famous
by participating in karate tournaments at home and abroad.
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Jyoti Das stopped her early marriage in Corona pandemic

14 years old Jyoti Das is a daughter of Chandra Shekhar Das and Taposi Das. Jyoti is in class X in Komorpol
Secondary Girls School. She has family of 8, including 4 sisters and 1 brother. Her other three sisters are in class
VIII, class VI, class [ in the local school and their only brother is in nursery class. Chandra Shekhar is a day laborer
who has no land to cultivate except his homestead. In any case, their family lives on the income earned from
wages on other people’s land. Meanwhile, Jyoti Das has been a regular member of the Komorpol Adolescent
Club of Her Choice project since 2016. She participates in all kinds of meetings, seminars and trainings of the
adolescent club, as a result of which she has acquired knowledge on various topics including child marriage law,
the demerits of child marriage, sexual & reproductive health and rights etc. At present, the members of the
adolescent club go door to door in the community in groups to make people aware of various issues. From the
beginning of 2020, the whole world has been affected by the Corona pandemic. During the Corona period, the
poor/day-to-day people are most at risk, the most affected. It was getting harder day by day for them. As a
result, Jyoti's parents thought that if they married of Jyoti, 1 member of their family will be reduced. Her parents
are looking for a groom for her wedding. Then Jyoti made her decision clear that she would not get married
before the age of 18. But the parents are adamant in their decision that they will arrange marriage of Jyoti. Later
she shared the story to the girls’ club members and then the members of the adolescent club explain to Jyoti's
parents, then they said, ok we will not gave marry Jyoti. After some days they took a trip to the grandfather’s
house. Going to the grandfather's house Jyoti saw the people of the groom’s house are present there and her
wedding is being arranged. But Jyoti also adamant to her decision and then threatens to inform the police if the
marriage does not stop. Then they were forced to stop Jyoti's marriage. At present Jyoti is at home. Jyoti said, "l
was aware of the impact of child marriage. Inspired by the girls of my club, I was able to stick to my decision and
stop my marriage even in Corona pandemic. Brishti Das, another member of the Komarpol adolescent club said,
another girl from our village was also married during the Corona. The girl did not want to get married. We girls
at the club were explaining to her parents then. But the girl's parents did not tell anyone and took the girl to her
relative’s house in another area and gave her in marriage. Now she is divorced from her husband and she has
returned home. Now her parents realized that their daughter's decision was right and that they were wrong.
Jyoti said that Her Choice project has given us strength, courage and inspiration. We all want Her Choice project
to work among us for a long time. My parents didn't want to arrange my marriage out of heart but because of
poverty they were forced to marry me. Besides education, [ want to do some work, that [ can support my family
financially so that me or my sisters do not have to suffer child marriage due to lack of money.
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A Story of a Small Entrepreneur Bristy Das

19 vears old Bristy Das reads in class XIL She lives in Kashimpur Das para of Gourighona under
Keshabpur upazila of Jashore district. There are b members in her family. 48 years old her father
Forimal Das is a farmer and earns 250.00 per day. He continued his study upto class I 39 years
old her mother Shamoli Das is a housewife. She continued her study upto class I Her
grandfather Poritosh Das is 78 and physically disable 67 years old her grandmother Sandhya
Cas is a housewife. Her younger sister Modia Das (15} is a student of class X In 2017, Bristy
became a member of Kashimpur adolescent girls club under Her Choice project. In 2019, she
Joined Kashimpur youth group. Bristy's father is the sole breadwinner in a joint family wath
grandparents. With this low income, it was wery difficult to run the family with the cost of her
daughter's education. In order to increase the financdal capacity of the family and to support her
own education, Brishty Das decides to work as a tallor in addition to her studies. 5o she
discussed about this with the Union Facilitator of Her Choice Project. Then she starts tailoring
business. After 8 months of business, the business was not improving. Through the President of
Kashirmpur adolescent girls club (Basonti Das} she knew that, Her Choice project will arrange
Entrepreneurship training for small Entrepreneur. She wants to attend the training. And Her
Choice project gives her the chance to get the training. In Nowvember' 2018 she received 5 days
long small entrepreneurship training by the project. After getting the training, Bristy Das learned
howr to save how to invest and how to run the business properly. Mow she earns 800.00 (Eight
hundred taka} per month. Mow she uses her own income to pay for her education and to
support her family financially. In future, she wants to improwve her business through establishing

a small tailoring shop.
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The story of a disable drawing artist who won
first place in a drawing competition

Tamalika Das lives in Banshbaria village of Sagardari union in Keshabpur upazila of Jashore district.
Her father is Madhav Das, mother is Radha Das. Tamalika, the eldest of three siblings, is a 9th class
student of Banshbaria Secondary School. Younger sister Anamika Das is in 4th class and her only
brother Badhan Das is in class 1 in Raghunathpur Government Primary School. Her father is a day
laborer who has no land of his own. He does when he gets work in someone's field. Unable to
cope with the family's expenses, Tamalika's mother worked as a day laborer. Meanwhile, when
Tamalika came to earth, they were happy but worried because Tamalika was born as a child with
special needs. Certain part is missing of her left hand from birth. Her family is very worried about
her because they are hardcore poor and the girl is disabled also. Being disabled, her peers don't
even take her to play. On the other hand, in 2016, the club members of the Her Choice project
were given the membership of the club on the basis of priority to the teenagers with special needs.
Since then she has been a member of the Banshbaria Adolescent Club. She is also a good drawing
artist and on the occasion of National Children's Week 2020, she won the 1st place by competing
with the mainstream children at the upazila level. Since becoming a member, she regularly attends
club meetings to gain knowledge on various topics such as child marriage, the importance of
education, sexual & reproductive health. As she is a regular student of Dalit School, she has been
getting educational materials and stipend assistance regularly which is very helpful to take her
studies forward. In 2020, the Her Choice Project provided financial assistance of taka. 3,000/=
(Three Thousand taka only) to the mothers of a total of 25 children with special needs in
Keshabpur upazila. So that she does not fall out of education even in the moment of corona
pandemic. Tamalika got disability allowance from Keshabpur upazila Social Service Department by
the active advocacy of Her Choice project. Hopefully that will be very helpful in her higher
education. She and her parents want to show, how a girl with a disability can shine the society by
being highly educated.
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Club members’ activities during
Corona pandemic

In 2016, the journey of Her Choice project started with the
establishment of 12 adolescent clubs in 12 villages of
Keshabpur upazila. From January 2017, 9 adolescent boys
clubs and 8 more adolescent girls clubs were established. In
July 2018, another adolescent girls club was established and
the Her Choice project is completed its all adolescent clubs.
The members of the adolescent club have become aware of
various issues through the monthly and quarterly meetings of
the club. Such as: child marriage laws, demerits and impact of
child marriage, sexual and reproductive health and rights,
prevention of eve-teasing, gender discrimination etc. They also
communicate regularly with the upazila administration and
police administration to prevent child marriage in the
community and continue the work regularly to prevent child
marriage. In 2020, when the whole world was affected by the
Corona pandemic, that time the members of the adolescent
club were given orientation to prevent corona virus.
Orientation topics were: Corona preventive measures, corona
symptomps, health & hygiene rules, food habit, primary health
care after affected by corona. The project also established 19
hand sanitizer corners in 19 villages in the project area from
where villagers can wash their hands regularly. To disinfect 19
villages, 19 spray machines and hand mikes have been
provided to make the villagers aware about the corona virus.
The members of the club visits door to door to make the
community aware and provide orientation on the proper
method of hand washing. They are distributing awareness
leaflets in every home. They are also working with their peers
through peer groups in their own village and outside the
village. When the rate of child marriage was increasing in
Corona situation, they visited the houses of teenage girls to
discuss with their parents and prevent child abuse in the
community by seeking the cooperation of the administration
as needed. At present their activities in the prevention of
corona are continuing.
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