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NGO Dalit has been implementing Her Choice project to
create a women friendly environment and accelerating
women's empowerment. Main objective of Her Choice
project is: reducing the rate of child marriage by
empowering girl child in deciding about their marriage.

Vision

A world; where girls and women enjoy equal status with
boys and men to achieve their full potential in all aspects of
their lives.

Mission

Girls are free to decide if, whom and when to marry.

Project related info

Working arena : Keshabpur Upatzila of Jashore District
No. of Union :9
No. of Village 119

No. of beneficiaries : 4,015
Project duration  : March 2016 - December 2020
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House of Peace

House of Peace is a pilot program of Her Choice project. The
program is implementing in Majidpur village (of Keshabpur
Upazila), one of the villages of the project area. House of peace
was designed for them who are already victims of child marriage
and leading a very measurable life. It recovers the victims of child
marriage from trauma and makes them self reliant by providing
need based training. At present, House of peace is helping 25
child brides to look forward to a brighter future.

Goal of the program

To pilot a multigenerational approach to combating the
intergenerational cycle of child marriage and poverty, through the
creation of a Hub where multi-sectoral services (education,
health, legal and psychosocial counseling, ECEC (Early Childhood
Education and Care), vocational training) are offered to married
and unmarried young women and men, with the involvement of
all generations (children, grandparents and in-laws).

Objectives of the program

* To create awareness on pre-childhood

* To build awareness on Child Marriage Act

* To enhance awareness on child health & SRH

* To create awareness on mental health

* To develop employment opportunities by skill development

* Formation of self-help group & operation of financial program

Major activities of the program

* Formation of a Self-Help group & operation of financial activities
* Awareness session on first 1,000 days of a child

* Awareness meeting on Acts of Child Marriage & Family matter

* Awareness session on SRH

* Awareness session on mental health

* Training on employment opportunities

* Operate children's play zone for the participant's children

* Documentation on negative effects of Child Marriage of the beneficiary
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MAIN STRATEGIES:

1. Invest in girls, their knowledge, skills and participation in society.
Enhancing their comprehension of the negative effects of child marriage
and of alternative options, contributing to girls having increased control in
decision-making, especially if, when and whom to marry.

2. Improve access to formal education for girls. Supporting girl-friendly
schools and building knowledge through schooling in general, and on SRHR
in particular, contributing to girls having increased control in decision-
making.

3. Improve access to youth-friendly SRH-services for girls. Improving health
services and by actively referring girls to health workers, contributing to
girls being better informed and having increased control in SRHR-related
decision-making.

4. Improve the economic security of girls and their families. Creating
and/or supporting women self-help groups with training and access to
(financial) resources, contributing to girls' increased control in decision-
making, and to greater decision-making space of girls within communities.

5. Mobilize communities to transform social norms that are detrimental to
achieving gender equity. Supporting communities to promote girls' rights
and gender equity; contributing to greater decision-making space of girls
within communities.

6. Create an enabling legal and policy environment on preventing child
marriage. Supporting traditional leaders and (local) authorities to enforce
policies on preventing child marriage, contributing to greater decision-
making space of girls through enforced legislation.
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Nazma Begum on the way to a better life

Nazma Begum aged 33 years, a victim of early marriage lives in fl
Brahmakathi village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore district. She B
is a housewife. Her husband Md. Hafizur Rahman Morol (40 years) is
an auto-van driver (locally it's called Alom Sandhu) and only earning §
member in the family. They have two girl children- Farhana Khatun
and Farzana Khatun, who reads in class X and class VIl respectively in #

the local school. As a housewife of the four member's family, she

passed her leisure time in vain or gossiping. And with the little
income of her husband she realized that it was really tough to
maintain all the necessary demands of her children. Her husband's 3
income was not fixed and sometimes the day's income is too little to |,
face the requirements. But what would she do! She was eagerly §
waiting to have some opportunities to earn money for her family. In
the meantime she heard about the training on vegetable cultivation
from the respective Girls' Club member. She ensured the information
by the respective Field Facilitator. Nazma received (26.09.2017; day-
long) the training on vegetable cultivation which included entresol *
(Macha in Bangla) preparation, bed preparation, procedure of
compost fertilizer production, seed sowing, usage of fertilizers,
irrigation, etc. The training was facilitated by Mohadeb Chandra |
Sana, Upazila Agriculture Officer of Keshabpur Upazila under Jashore
district. After the training she cultivated radish, bean, spinach,
brinjal, bottle gourds, etc. at her homestead (5 decimals). She earned
around BDT 6,000.00 from the vegetables and also succeeded to
supply nutrition to her family throughout the period (October 2017
to February 2018). She is happy now having monetary contribution
to her family and dreaming to expand her vegetable production in a

larger extent. Nazma Begum is grateful to the Her Choice project for &

creating opportunities for the women like her.
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Parboti Das confident enough to change
her standard of living

Parboti Das aged 22 years lives in Sarutia village of Sufolakati union under
Keshabpur Upazila, Jashore. She is one of her father's six member family and reads

in Honors (2nd year) in Bangladesh Open University (for the irregular students). Her '$ ! 0
father Modhu Das is engaged in handicraft and mother Boruna Das is a housewife |

who cooperate her husband in his occupation. Her sister reads in Honors in a

college under National University, and her two brothers read in class IX and class IV S8
respectively. Thus, being a member of the family she understood that how hurdles =555
and difficulties were there to manages the expenditure by the limited income. And 2

as Parboti is the elder among the siblings she got the pressure of some monetary

support by the family members. Occasionally, she tried to practice tailoring at her __
house and supported her family at her best though succeeded in a little margin. In &
this condition of her life, she was informed about the entrepreneurship %:

development training of this project through one of the member of the respective
girls' club. She became optimistic enough to take a chance through the training for
better livelihood option. She received the 5-day-long training (19th August to 23rd 3

August, 2017). The training was facilitated by the officers of MIDAS (Micro

Industrials Development Assistance and Services) on enterprise & entrepreneur, |
business, types of business, framework and components of business, qualities of
entrepreneur, marketing, etc. The training made her confident enough to be a small
entrepreneur of tailoring to support her family. She has a sewing machine of her |

family and she started to train up (September 2017) others (three youth women) in | ;

regular basis and receiving orders of garment making from the neighbors. She has |

been using the knowledge of the training to make her enterprise stable. She

provided support to the family by these earnings and made some savings. With the
savings and support of her family she bought a cow on BDT 20,000.00 and the cow
is supposed to BDT 35,000.00 (market price). Her tailoring business is on. She is
supporting her family including herself to carry out a better standard of living. Now,
she plans to increase the number of cows and want to continue her tailoring at her
home. She is grateful to the Her Choice project for the opportunities that made her §
an entrepreneur and create the pathway to better her standard of living.
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Village girl Aroti Das becomes beautician

Aroti Das aged 21 years lives in Sarutia village belong to a poor & large
family (six members) of day laborer. Her father Debu Das who is a day
laborer is the only earning member and her mother Rina Das is a

homemaker. She has a grandmother and two siblings who read in class VIl |

and class V respectively. Her father's income is not fixed and she
understood that it's a hurdle to manage a six-member-family with this little
income. As she is the elder offspring of her parents and reads in a college
(Bachelor of Arts), she felt immense pressure to make monetary support to
her family. In this situation of her life she heard about the beauty parlor
training of the project by the girls' club president Suma Das of Sarutia Girls'
Club. She became interested and communicated with the project staff to
participate in the 3-month-long training. She received the training from July
-September 2017 at Dalit Technical Training Center facilitated by Rashida
Khatun, Beautician & Proprietor of Rashi Beauty Parlour, Daulatpur, Khulna.
The contents were eyebrow plucking, hair cutting, pedicure, manicure, hair
re-bonding, hair straightening, hair pump, hair removal, facials, etc. After
the successful completion of the training she put forward her plan to her
family to work as a beautician. Her family has supported her and she
started services of beauty parlor from her house. There was demand of a
beauty parlor in the village but there was not a single one. So, Aroti's plan
has worked. She has been earning handsome amount of money (BDT 200
per day on an average) for herself and to support her family. Now she plans
to have a beauty parlor in the nearby bazaar and want to create
employment opportunities for the other youth women like her. Aroti Das is
grateful to the project for its initiative of entrepreneur development & wish
to continue her support for the establishment of a society free from child
marriage.
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Swapna Das protests her early marriage

Swapna Das aged 15 years is the daughter of Bishawjit Das (38 year) and &
Taposi Das (36 year) lives in Verchi village under Keshabpur Upazila of
Jashore district. She has one sibling Dipayon Das (11 years) reads in class V.
Swapna Das reads in class IX in a secondary school in her locality. Her
father is a day laborer and mother is a homemaker and both of them
haven't passed primary level at their age. They hadn't enough knowledge
on the negative effects of early marriage. And their daughter Swapna has

joined the Girls' Club since 2017, as an active member of the club. She has

participated in different programmes of the project and gained knowledge

and information on the issues of early marriage, gender discrimination, -

women empowerment, Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017, etc. In the |
meantime, one party of groom-to-be (aged 19, not legal to be married) has
approached her family to marry Swapna. They also met with her. But she
declined to marry before 18 years (18 or above is the legal age for a girl) of |
age in any means though her parents were agreed to marry off. She tried to
convince her parents by stating her grounds against the marriage. In this
regard she stated the negative effects of early marriage, Child Marriage
Restrain Act 2017, her aims in life, examples of women empowerment, etc.
to defend her decision. She discussed the issue with the respective Union
Facilitator and Girls Club executive member who repeatedly tried to
convince them to prevent the marriage and give Swapna a chance to make
her future meaningful. The parents at last understood the issues regarding
the wellbeing of their daughter and cancelled the marriage process. Now,
Swapna is going to her school regularly and dreams to complete her study
and be a self-reliant person. She is grateful to the activities of Her Choice
project for its' endeavor to prevent the cancer of early marriage.
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Two adolescent boys skillfully prevent an early marriage

Sajib Das (aged 14 years) and Shuvo Das (aged 15 years) son of Amol Das (aged 36 years) and Sanjoy
Das (aged 37 years) lives in Sujapur village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore district. Sajib and Sanjoy
is childhood friend and reads in class VI and class VIII respectively. They are from dalit community and
have joined the Boys' Club since January 2017. They are the active member of the club and participated
in all the activities arranged by the project. They had little concern on the issues of early marriage,
gender discrimination, women empowerment, Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017, etc. But due to their
involvement in the Boys' Club and its activity they have achieved knowledge on the issues. It made
them positive on the issues and become determined to implement/practice the knowledge in their
personal and social life. In this circumstances, a neighbor of them Vokti Das (aged 11 years and
daughter of Joydeb Das and Mandari Das), a student of class IV was arranged (16 October 2017) for
marriage by her parents and family. Vokti has no idea about what is going to be happened with her!
Sajib and Shuvo got the news of Vokti's marriage. They shared the matter with the respectlve project
staff and begged immediate action to prevent the child < A/ : .
marriage. The project team collected the relevant |

information and made contact through phone to the |
responsive officer of the Upazila Administration (Upazila =
Nirbahi Officer, Officer-in-Charge, and Upazila Women
Affairs Officer) to take initiative to prevent the child
marriage. The police of Keshabpur Thana stepped in the
house of Vokti and charged for her birth certificate from her
parents. The officers found that Vokti is below the legal age
of marriage. They received written assurance from her
family that they will marry off their daughter only she
crosses her age 18 years (18 or above is the legal age for a -
girl). Vokti's parents dismissed the marriage arrangement
and she is continuing her study. Sajib and Shuvo now
dreams to continue their effort to make the society free
from child marriage. Both of them are grateful to the project =
for the endeavor to stop child marriage. -
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Kazi Md. Abu Sayeed says no to early marriage

Kazi Md. Abu Sayeed aged 20 years, son of Abdus Samad and Raoshonara,
lives in Brahmakati village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore district. He is
a Kazi (Muslim marriage register) and a muezzin (who calls for prayer) in
Brahmakati Moddhopara Jame Mosque in the locality. He lives his life from
the mentioned profession. As the region is abundant with incident of early
marriage he used to conduct/register marriage without any proper age
proofing documents. Thus early marriage was registered by him
with/without his concern as he was not conscious about the age
documents. In reality, he didn't know about the negative effects of early
marriage and Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017. When he started to come
in the different project activities (Union Level Meeting July, 2017) arranged
for the religious leaders, he got enough information to identify that early
marriage is an invisible disease which should be cured for the social
wellbeing. He discussed the matter with the Upazila Women Affairs Officer
and understood that he was breaching laws by doing marriages without
verifying ages of the bride and groom. He determined and promised to
himself that he would not conduct/register any early marriage and ages
would be verified by age documents as per the Child Marriage Restraint Act

2017. He has been keeping his promise by registering the marriages with =
the verification of age of the bride and groom. One of the examples of his =
determination is stopping of early marriage in his village. The supposed-to- g

be (August 2017) victim was Rehena Khatun daughter of Md. Islam Sheikh.
On the marriage-to-be ceremony he asked for the age documents of the

girl and found that the groom is only 14 years (18 or above is the legal age |

for a girl). Then he discussed the legal jurisdiction & negative effects of
early marriage. He added, "If anyone complains about the marriage then
parents and the collaborators including me will be in jail". He succeeded to ™
convince her parents to prevent the marriage. Now, he plans to share his
knowledge and experience with the other Kazi to make the society free
from early marriage. He thanked the Her Choice project to create
awareness against the social cancer like early marriage.

15




el AreTe SNt ATRAT WWW Conscious guardian Swapon Das is aware

of his children's education

T FAR AT (I 8Y IRF) IO TERAIT (F¥R%T TSR ARPOA AT F-+AfRAT PRT IR |

Swapon Kumar Das aged 46 years, lives in Sarutia village under Keshabpur %t
TSy comirar ey ety | o1 sHfeiTas AW st <A | ﬁ’fﬁ@“rﬁﬂ, sIFJrﬁr, QQRWWW, ", Upazila of Jashore district. He has a family of 5 members (wife, one WY
8 JFIE W7 TG W, BN 8 T TS TGITIS | T 8 et yew wf*fire Rew et e daughter, and 2 sons). He is a handicrafts maker. His wife Rita Das is a
P TSI ORI AT e SRCET ¢ NETEH W ST AGTE homemaker, and their three offspring Radha, Subrata and Sukanta reads in
R ’ @ e T ® i ’ ) class X, VI, and VI respectively. As the couple Swapon and Rita is illiterate,
AT ‘ﬂ“’ff vty e freema | O F8H ard DA e ST AET 97 9R G1R they never visited the schools of their offspring to understand the
:{@3 foff wfcerama wrer Tz Ay 97 SEy A9 | &9y R 9 o O & sag &R education status of them. He thought the teacher of the schools have all
the responsibilities to educate their offspring. His daughter is an active
TR FOfFT St |G 2039 @7 @fféree StearRet F0a | @ff¥ et et ﬂ%ﬁmw MEISE member of the Adolescent Club of Sarutia. By this connection he got §
@, ABWE Ao [ et Reng 9’ it ¢ [wiem o dieksa o= Bftr oot | fofF invitation for the Parental Skill Development Training program from the §i
oo RWieE oime %qﬂiﬁ,s RTrE JudET S @ AT w 437 e o IET | project. He participated in the training on 18.04.2017 with a view to learn &
: ’ about the project and in particular what is his daughter doing in this
Ry freswme A 2 I BfF Wi waee AR @, R afesi wfeerema sy project. After he received training with other parents, he understood that i
SIAT TSN AT T qf?ﬁcw el o | o wig Terer (ot forma w0dalds v fofF he should have kept an eye on the education process of their children; at £
RV TS “GICE 2 @’@m S home and in the schools. After that, awareness rose in him and he visited =
43 o1 Fepe mﬁ; IR . fee o | fofy @ &l the schools to have information on the attendance, performance in class "
BT AT AR N SIAd 2SI W o Mo oiws 7w ofkape [fve Far 7937 | and examinations. He also has known from the teachers that visiting of — -
o 13 T TG AWM oo FAF ST 42 F91F & T SR OIER ofs m guardians in the school always create positive impact for the education
P process. He was that their recent performance (December 2017) in regard .

of results is much better than the past. He now is encouraging his wife to
oversee their education process both at home and in the schools. He thinks F
to be more serious on the education process of their children to make
them educated for their better future. He is grateful to the project for the
activities which made him conscious to be a good father.
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Housewife Mukta Das has started livestock

ﬁ’f-‘lﬁﬁ‘ AT TG RIS AT ‘Iﬁ"i’f‘l@mﬂ rearing for her family

©o I=H I & A W TN (ST (SRl TATEEAIT APOAT AT I I | BT FenRiEE Mukta Rani Das aged 30 years, lives in Sarutia village under Keshabpur |
AT OIF N T A FINT (@RI ef ST GTE FFH AZHI4, @G3R O ¥R eI QG Upazila of Jashore district. She has a family of four members (husband,
8 5 TG 7V 6 ey G DI EICE & 8 ©iF = =g FfFe eTT TIAET GG daughter and son). Her husband Gopal Das is a NGO worker in the locality
and her daughter Golapi Das and son Opu Das reads in Class IX and V
GIEPITT ST A DIACS X® | YST Q& O S (Y fre | &rawT R ey fofy ot e respectively. Both Mukta and her husband is educated in a little margin and
RN FIIR 57 TIPS WWWWW A - 399 A1 | fof S adapted with the economic condition of the family with the little income.
T TR M RENT Swmd A A e (05 T e Q0 WG 0d9) AT FEE | Mukta was blaming bad luck for this condition. In this circumstance of her
eiférFaIfS et S MR (Micro Industrials Development Assistance and Services) @3 :jfe* Shhe 3°t| i"f;":"ati°"b°f thg IE"t’eP’e:e“rS:ig D:"e"’pme"t Training o
& < rom the Girls Club member and later confirmed by the respective project
@W"‘T AR e T T, , TR 7 8 2P, SOTISH @I, JeToFt staff. She became optimistic enough to take a chance through the training &
'-"l_'% ISR&] W ¢ T A emiw F41 2T | “Eﬁf AT O W wfowe! oo qar @3 for better livelihood option. She received 5-day-long training (19th August § o
i SItE ST TRAfSeeI S-SR Al ST A% @ | @3 Srar oitE g ¢ ewgf to 23rd August, 2017). The training was facilitated by the officers of MIDAS | "
sifgarer 5 (ﬂﬁ?‘ TG $,000.00 W) QISR R FE O | q33 A afi ffT ©ig A= (Micro Industrials Development Assistance and Services) on enterprise &
- entrepreneur, business, types of business, framework and components of %
AT &) ”i@? W e e | ‘ﬂt W—‘ﬂ?ﬁ e e fofy o “Affars oo fox business, qualities of entrepreneur, marketing, etc. She was rearing hens in
ARG NZ FAF JAM A1 | FofR @37 770 =2t oA s F0= | SIF Nret SH{wRe the past and the training made her confident enough to start it (including [l
ﬁlﬁﬁaﬁ T A2 YA AR RS & 9 S 3T Afe %ﬁw A IES | ducks) again in a more organized way. It made the nutrition solution for her

family. She succeeded to feed her offspring protein items such as eggs, W \
meat in a regular basis. From this farming she has earned and is earning a [e
little amount of money (on an average BDT 1,000.00 monthly; but it |
beneficial to her in a great margin) for her family. These realized her that
it's' human being who can make luck by its own. Now, she thinks to expand
her farming in a larger volume. She is thankful to the project for this
initiative which made her optimistic towards life.

18 19



iR R e [RQR 1 ASitiw H=ics =oer ey

A (ORI (R SATSRTIR @ A At fRaehet vy vt (I3 FRaifant =) (oM e 2raifRe | @3
st o qaew e 399wk Rems o wa ver &g it (e «fiee) Rew
SN AP A I | B TeREE AR MR gawia Siemsi e | ofF F AKer wivy aaem =3
R SIMA T2 TSI TG 8 2 ZINT R IR e ¢ 9% @fITe FLaaes | ASTaR A o 93
TS O OF (I FRITS! I ATF | Fron (0iF 2Rl @ [ Sidt foffy «2 <o Spisions [ /i 96
QTR | R SR R TE0e 39 8 I 39T OIerd e ey SfSsiiie B I A R RS 39
S RO (@I 40 Ao (S ase/Arerre 3aw) I6REE &6 @12 | fofis e few 7 | I+
IR R 2T 2059 T A4 T = A o @ @R WET o7 Fav &7 [l o wiw ) awer
o 3 [Ratzm @foams e T comm FeeiE ot el | fEE 3o wiffEmes e e g=m
CTICAR &) SCHIEre G0 FHETR RTINS Ot AW WA | S G 059 B3 wfes S=iwemt
iR Ty fofF S I | 3eiF R it eetem Rty @ 31 Seng 36 | @[ FEre
SRR TR fof e KA g 13T 2034, I RARR @fA5s 2or, I3 AGRER weem, GoR
1 efpfe R @i @ Spore! wew 6 | Fof Tivre @ S AT @, 57 RIAR 77 G e a3k
G RIS R O e PH/AIeTS F6 (66T '8 e I TS e &Mi F0S =T | R < (et
GG HBSS APRT 8 RS RN [ Frive o niffy RITS AET GR GUFta WZH (N Hoes oo
% | fof Frale @@ @, kA s=imes <4 o 3207 e wiemif 2nid 3@ [ | 2o B a8 @rim
it T ToteEie (Al Qier (SPB, 034 By) @ Rer wive wity i | e fofF R
RISt & AE I e e (W6 o (@, TR 307 99 3¢ IF (TRAA GEF T Sbr I8 LS
TR) | fof R wiwive o sprfer f[Eai Setea At ST F6a CTIT 200 56 e | fofy 3w, “F 7 4ofq
AR sTimes wifigeie TfEwe 77 e vl I61R evies R i F36 omitss e Rage =
T | T RAR e oS TorEs T ARpee e fofF 219 5urt awms afs Fowe! e 3= |

20

Priest Bikash Chandra Das says no to early marriage

Bikash Chandra Das aged 42 years, lives in Sujapur village under Keshabpur
Upazila of Jashore district. He is a priest-cum-farmer in profession. He
conducts marriages of Hindu Community in the locality as a Brahmin. He has a
family of four members. His wife Parboti Das is a housewife, and their two
children Sajib Das and Pranta Das who helps his father in his profession and
reads in class VIl & class IV respectively. Traditionally, priest Bikash conduct
marriages of Hindu community as per religious customary guideline.
Customarily age of both bride and groom is told by the guardians in the
marriage mandapa (venue). Thus, he never felt the necessity of age
verification by the documents (birth registration/academic certificate). As he
was unknown about the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017, he was unaware of §
the infringement of the act. He also never felt deeply of negative effects of the
early marriage. The respective project staff offered him as a participant from

his village to come to a workshop (19.02.2017) on early marriage prevention | 8

arranged for the religious and local leader. From then he participated several
meeting/workshops arranged by the project. From these kinds of participation
he has come to know on Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017, negative effects of
early marriage, age verification by documents, gender issues, etc. He has also
known that conduction of early marriage is a crime and as a priest he would be
jailed or fined monetary by the administration. Bikash thus understood &
realized his responsibilities as a priest and as a conscious citizen of the country.
He then determined to abide by the law in his profession. He decided to verify
age verification documents of bride and groom before the marriage
conduction. In the meanwhile he was offered (August 2017) to conduct a
marriage in Khojgati village of Monirampur Upazila of Jashore district. Just
before the final program of the marriage he found that the bride is under age
(15 years) for marriage according to the law. He left the place in no time. He
says, "If we the imam and priest of the Muslim and Hindu community are
determined to conduct marriage after thoroughly verify the age documents
then there will be no early marriage in our country". He thanked the project
for the activities arranges for them to enhance awareness on early marriage.
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Lakshmi Rani is eyeing for better livelihood

Lakshmi Rani Das aged 22 years, lives in sujapur village under Keshabpur = _ A

g

Upazila of Jashore district. She has a family of three members; her husband _ ;
Bikash Das is a day laborer and they have a 3 years old child. She is a victim

-
g .1
(e

of early marriage and has started her couple life at the age of fourteen. In ﬂ?ﬁ“ _
this span of life she faces many challenges and realized she was never ready & = - : !

—

to stand against these hurdles. But she loves her family and with a hopeto = %
better their livelihood she always tries to do something. But she succeeded
in a little margin and the poverty wins in most of the cases. Due to the
poverty there was disputation and quarrel in their domestic life. In the
meantime, she got an offer to receive training on tailoring by the respective
girls' club member. She received 2-month-long Training on Tailoring from 29
July 2017 and became confident enough to start tailoring in their house.
She bought a sewing machine by arranging loans and adding their small
amount of savings on September 2017. This was a new journey for her life
and she is an entrepreneur now. From then local girls & women are her F
customer and she is earning handsome amount of money (monthly BDT
800.00 on an average) for her family. This amount is very much beneficial at

her level. She is repaying her loan regularly and investing the rest of the
money to improve their standard of living. Now, she plans to enlarge her
business by increasing the number of sewing machine and engaging
women staff to maintain it. She said, "Thank you Her Choice for the
initiative to made hopeless village women to be an entrepreneur”.
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Adolescent Mita breaks taboo of girl cycling

Mita Khatun aged 15 years, lives in Sujapur village under Keshabpur upazila
of Jashore district. She is a daughter of Rizia Begom who is divorced and

lives in her parents' house with her. Mita's mother is a day laborer. Mita B

reads in class IX in a secondary school and is an active member of the Girls'
Club in her village. She regularly participates in all the project activities
arranged for the adolescent girls club. Her school is 4 km far from her § :
house. As her mother is engaged in low-income profession he is not
capable of providing transportation fare daily for Mita. On the other hand,
she has learned cycling with the help of her cousins. But as there is a taboo 3 \
on girl/women cycling, she never dares to have her own one & use it in this
situation. Also, there were no girls who ride cycle in her village. And the
opportunity came to her to break the taboo in a group. The project
arranged a cycle rally for the adolescent girls on the eve of International
Girl Child Day on 11 October 2017 in coordination with Keshabpur Upazila
Administration. Mita participated in the program by borrowing cycle from |

her cousin. The cycle rally rounded from Upazila office- Keshabpur bazaar-

Upazila office. She got support from the other participants and her inertia |~ |

tingled on that day. Getting back to home she shared her experience and

her desire to her mother logically. Her mother agreed and bought a cycle =

for her on November 2017. Now she goes to school and other places on
her demand by her cycle. She plans to carry out her academic study and

locality.
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Banshbaria Girls' Club helps a poor girl student to continue her study

Banshbaria Adolescent Girls Club established on 1st January 2017 and located in Banshbaria village under
Keshabpur Upatzila of Jashore district. This club has 25 members from its inception and participating in all
the project activities arranged for the members. This club is committed to the project goal and working for
the ground to prevent early marriage in the locality. In this regard, they planned to help the poor students
by monetarily to continue their study. They observed that the parents failed to expend the study costs and
married off their daughter. Thus, they made the decision in the club meeting on 9th December 2017. In
the meantime, they got information of Tripti Das who was facing monetary crisis on academic study
purpose. She was an active member of this club and after stepping in 18 years she left the club as per club
policy. Tripti has passed in the HSC in October, 2017 and her father was not agreeing to let her for higher
education. The club executive members then met her father (mother died) to discuss about the situation.
Her father Kalikumar Das stated his financial inefficiency. He also added that it will be total loss if he
expend money for her daughter as Tripti will be married and never be an income source for them. The
project staff and the girls' club member
expressed their sympathy for the monetary
problem and added that Tripti can be an
earning member for her parents if she is
educated well. The project staff is a female
herself and presented themselves her story
who is earning for her parents till date. The
club members also assured to donate BDT
500.00 (five hundreds only) for Tripti's
education. They managed the money from the
25 members of the club voluntarily. This
endeavor of the club has convinced Tripti's
father to finance for his daughter. Now, the club
plans to save some amount monthly in a general
fund and search for the help seeker to continue
his/her study. The club thanked the project for
its activities which succeeded to form a platform
of the same minded in their village.
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Housewife Kajol started Entrepreneurship at her house

Kajol Das aged 28, is a housewife of Banshbaria village of Keshabpur
Upazila under Jashore district. Her husband Swapon Das is a cobbler and
their two children are Simanta Das (reads in class four) and Sathi Das are
eight and four years old respectively. They were leading a life from hand to
mouth. Daily income (not fixed) of Swapon was not enough to meet the
necessity of the family. Under this circumstance Kajol used to bull rearing
to help her family financially. But it was really tough to her to measure the
profit of her enterprise. She was very eager to make some solvency for her |

family. In the meantime, she heard about the Training on Entrepreneurship = |

by Her Choice project. She became optimistic enough to take a chance
through the training for better livelihood option. She received the 5-day-
long training (19th August to 23rd August, 2017). The training was
facilitated by the officers of MIDAS (Micro Industrials Development
Assistance and Services) on enterprise & entrepreneur, business, types of
business, framework and components of business, qualities of
entrepreneur, marketing, etc. She was rearing bull in the past and the
training made her confident enough to start it again in a more organized
way. As she had a bull bought by BDT 46,000.00 on June 2017 and tried to
maintain all the necessary requirements to fulfill her target. Nutrition on a
regular basis, and precaution & treatment in her rearing process made her ?
profit in a large amount (sold on BDT 78,000.00). And the experience made
her enthusiast to buy a cow on BDT 22,000.00 and making her effort to |

bring solvency in her family. The profit she made is used in the family _ ﬁt‘?

purposes and she is confident that the project made her enterprise to go

smoothly. She thanked the project and committed to make a society from =

Child Marriage.
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Youth Dipa eyeing to be an entrepreneur

Dipa Das aged 22 years, a daughter of Binoy Das (46 years) and Purnima

2

Das (40 years) lives in Banshbaria village of Keshabpur Upazila under W

Jashore district. She is the eldest of the siblings and her two brothers
Krishna Kumar Das is a shoe mender and the younger one Taposh Kumar is
a SSC (Secondary School Certificate) applicant. The five members family
was depended on Binoy (Handicraftsman and earn monthly BDT 4,000.00
on an average) and Krishna (earns monthly BDT 1,200.00 on an average)
and the total amount was insufficient to maintain the family expenditure.

Dipa is studying in Bachelor 3rd year and she manages her cost by herself. ©

She usually used to rear hen and duck in the traditional method and the

income was used to maintain expenditure of her own. She wished to share ==
a portion from it but failed as the amount was inappropriate for her. In this Z

circumstance of her life she got the information of Training on
Entrepreneurship by the project. She became optimistic enough to take a
chance through the training to better her income sources. She received the
5-day-long training (19th August to 23rd August, 2017). The training was
facilitated by the officers of MIDAS (Micro Industrials Development
Assistance and Services) on enterprise & entrepreneur, business, types of
business, framework and components of business, qualities of
entrepreneur, marketing, etc. The training made her confident enough to

start her enterprise (rearing of hen) in a more organized way in her |
homestead. She invested in hen rearing from her own sources and shared |

her planning with her family members and begged cooperation only. She
took care of her hens and provided proper feed and treatment as an

investment. Her labor made the enterprise a profitable one and she |

managed nutrition for her family also. From the income she maintains her

personal & study cost and also provided a little amount to her family. At the

same time she also started saving against her name in the bank. Now, she is .

optimistic and eyeing for starting a hen farm in her village. She is thankful v «{M '

to the project and committed to make a society free from Child Marriage. gV e
o >
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Child Marriage victim Tania fighting to be self-reliant

Tania Khatun aged 20 years, a victim (divorced) of Child Marriage lives in
Banshbaria village of Keshabpur Upazila under Jashore district. Her parents
are Md. Moshiar Rahman (day laborer in profession) and Momena Begom
(housewife). Her father was the sole earner of their family and his little
income was not sufficient to lead a comfortable life at their level. It's noted
that Tania got married on her parents' choice in April 2016 and got
divorced in the same year due to torture by her husband, father-in-law and
mother-in-law. She also had to leave her education compelled by her
husband. After separation, she again started to continue her study
(Bachelor 3rd year). She again started dreaming for an educated self-reliant
life. In these circumstances of her life, she got information of vocational
computer training on Microsoft Office Application by the project from an
adolescent girl member of the Banshbaria Girls' Club. She later talked with £

the respective staff of the project and showed enthusiasm to participate in g 3 >
the six-month long training program. Tania started the training course from =

1st June 2017 and on 5th January 2018 she appeared at the examination of
the Bangladesh Technical Education Board under the Ministry of Education.
The result has not published yet though she is confident that she
performed as per her preparation level. As the training course has ended
on December 2017 and she has demand of money for her study & other
purposes, she has engaged herself as Computer Operator (Part time) in a
shop of Computer Printing & Photocopy. The shop was close to her home
and the money she earns use to her study. She earns monthly BDT 2,500.00
on an average. The amount is not enough to help financially to her family.
Now, she plans to open her own shop of Computer Training Center in the
bazaar. She is grateful to the project for the opportunity of learning
computer office application and motivated enough to work for Child
Marriage free society.
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Uma Das is following awareness on parental skill

Uma Das aged 33 years lives in Burihati village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore
district. She is a homemaker of the six member family. Her husband Horidas is a
Van puller (earns monthly BDT 4,000.00 on an average) & he is the only earning
member in the family. Their offspring are Sompa Das (aged 14 years), Sujit Das
(aged 12), and Chanchal Das (aged 8 years) read in Class IX, Class IV, and Class ||
respectively. Uma has mother-in-law named vanumati (aged 55 years). The family
lives in a condition of poverty. Uma Das is a victim of Child Marriage and failed to
continue her study after primary level. She lives in a society where Child Marriage
is very common & she blamed her fate only for her sufferings. In this continuation
she married off their first daughter Tumpa Das at the age of 13 in 2015. They

thought to marry off their daughter in an early age is good for both the daughter | 2
& the parents. But they saw again the luck is not in their side. This girl faced all of | (‘

the negative effects of Child Marriage like both Tumpa & her child is
malnourished, not capable to bear the pressure of a family, quarreling in couple

life, etc. and her parents provide the supports as much as possible. This problem [

made their condition more miserable economically and they blamed their fate
only. In this circumstance of their life Sompa Das daughter of Uma Das joined in

the Girls Club of the project and tried to share the information she learned from

the project with her. The information on the negative effects of Child Marriage has
helped Uma a little and they tried to marry off Sompa too. But Sompa declined
their proposal & adamant to her decision to continue her study. Uma & her
husband paid heed to this decision though they were displeased. After that

Sompa proposed her mother Uma to join an orientation program on parental skill - .
development of the project. Uma joined the orientation on parental skill /=

development on 12 April 2017 & verified the information & quenched her thirst of

information on her family matter like Child Marriage, Adolescence, Girl's !

Education, Women Empowerment, etc. She discovered the world which she is
belong to & then blamed herself for the misconception on girl child. She learned

that the information she received from her daughter Sompa has strong -~

background & she need to more conscious on girl child parenting. She discovered
that she herself & her elder daughter Tumpa is the victim of Child Marriage and
their sufferings are not belong to their luck only but also the result of early
marriage. Now, she is concern on the fostering of girl child & determined to give
priority to Education & Empowerment before her daughter's marriage. She is
thankful to the project to make her aware on fostering of girl child.

35

e

k ¢ |
e A :




g g ARES ey [Feist ceptest wiom efic vert

G EFTES THITITS (SHIETT W IR (S =7 Toirertia =i ates o7 i @ R{erdt
AR IC TSI | SIF IT 067 2K IR (T T TR KA A= I | ©F 92 W& A
AT 8 Y&I VY I 7Y @ e @fATe NGFIFe | o Qe W7 w67 (Es ¥o Wife/Aem
R o1 W2 @W Q19 fort R CITEr O7 (T beTeeT | SRIRFET=l, T26 =T JE S (6T M4,
ATOTE FIG I TIFAT T, ATRFOR e oFw T (e, Tonfr | 7 T s R A
@Y FACST IR OF T ARG ¢ T SCEAGAT FICS HIRTST A1 | INEE =R Alewee @7 IH o=
FIE APMIF (05Y) I | AP 27 S GF FINY B8 I 4FF 99 [PCAANWE & A fers
I FEGE AGAONT TR IO | G2 (ARIRTOw &7 “Teaay =g ks [
ST (TRFPRIE 2059) TR F0F | G2 AR T 31 Ao} RIW Tl Sewg A= o7 o
T fieeas oy ol e sfews, e Ry 2onfn Raw @y coiem | efffree s Sieamsa
TS O @ RO @ we 36 @, e e 93 aigfes 1 el afmn g 4R
SRS G TR G Af© eFpaif | G A& |Fee At @, NeFs RI T I+ (@R
e 2o A 7 | G7 ©F 9% W 2T ©IF ARA 8 IHOIF AT R S NI FITAS AT I |
IS @7 N DRt e St =g ARSA G 50 | 432 AN TS T AT @
R S SR 63 | @7 ARTHA FECR “TiwREs w5y AReA1" [ 67 wesese o
IR GR T (Y IEHRIAR & @36 TN | ©fF Tvoe! Jfad JI tofi Gy g Sy oot
T T 4R &S o |

36

o

Joshna Das is dealing menstruation in a hygienic way \ :

Joshna Das aged 17 years (reads in class Xl), daughter of Ratan Das & Bijari
Das lives in Burihati village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore district. Her
father is day laborer and mother is a homemaker. She is the eldest | ‘ Smepmuoml{}hild Dweiopm
daughter and she has two siblings Shantona Das (aged 15 years) & Mukta &
Das (aged 13 years) and reads in class X and class VIl respectively. Like the '
other girls in the village she had misconception on menstrual hygiene
management. During her menstruation she used to be silenced and
followed the traditional method faced bellyache, using ragged clothes,
keeping herself in unhygienic condition. She just ashamed of the
menstruation issues & never shared with her mother also. In this
circumstance of her life she joined in the Burihati Girls Club of the project.
After joining in the Girls' Club she has been trying to participate actively in &
the project activities. In this process she attended the Orientation on = =
Menstrual Hygiene Management MHM) arranged on 22nd February 2017. |

In this orientation she also discussed her personal obstacle & social culture
or taboo. From this training she gained knowledge that menstruation is |
natural & very important in a girl's life for the Earth's future. She also
learned that talking on menstruation should not be a taboo in any means.
She then discuss the issue with her peer & friends first and then talked with
her mother. Now she concern on MHM & follows medical science to deal u
with the important natural matter. She also enthusiast enough to discuss . =
her knowledge on MHM with others anywhere she gets scope. She plans to ﬂ
carry out her personal endeavor to create awareness on MHM and dreams '_’; o
for a Child Marriage free society. She is thankful to the project for the ";"',‘-"‘F’“f’ >
opportunity to change her life psychology. s
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Fearless Radha prevents her early marriage

Radha Das aged fifteen years is the only daughter (youngest) of Madhob Das (54 years) & Ashalata Das (48
years) living in a joint family in Burihati village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jessore District. She belong to a
family of eights members of which her father and elder brother work as day laborer, one brother is
unemployed, the immediate elder brother is an Honors' student, her mother & sister-in-law are housewife, and
her niece is a one year child. Radha Das is a student of class X studied in a local high school and one of the
active members in the Girls' Club of her village. Due to poverty, social insecurity & unawareness of her
guardians, she was approached for early marriage frequently by her guardians. They thought her burden &
cause of poverty and seemed early marriage a strategy to get rid of that. As an active member of the Girls' Club,
she attends & participates in all the meeting & discussion arranged by the club. Through this she gathered
knowledge on the disadvantage of early marriage and shared her problem with her fellow members. They
encouraged her to have effort to convince her guardians on the issue of early marriage & get her a chance to be
a teacher by completing her education. In that circumstances, on 2nd August 2017 one brldegroom—to be
approached on her house and fixed 4th August 2017 the o

date of marriage secretly. Whenever she informed she
talked with Swapna Das, president of the Girls' Club and
together they approached her guardians and succeeded
to make them convinced. Her guardians tried to abolish
the proposed marriage but the guardians of bridegroom-
to-be didn't pay heed and arrived in the evening of the
fixed date. In the meantime, she including her family hide
herself in the house of Swapna Das. The bridegroom & his
companions left the spot as failed to trace the family or
any information from her neighbor. In this fashion Radha
escapes from the demon of early marriage. Now, her
family understands the value of education & the demerits |
of early marriage and encourages her to concentrate in
her education to become a teacher to make her dream
true. She dreams for a society free from the curse of early
marriage & want to raise awareness on that in her
locality. Radha is grateful to the Her Choice project and
wished to be a part of its successful accomplishment.
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A team of village girls is flying on Karate

Karate is a Chinese form of martial art which is unconventional in Bangladesh and for the village girls of Keshabpur it
was thought just impossible. Even the boys of the Upazila were not seen to take Karate as sport and had practice on
it. And the eighteen village girls (each from 18 Girls' Club) of the dalit and marginalized community of the project
area have made the impossible matter possible in a heroic manner. These girls never thought of making such
attempt in their life. They face challenges even in receiving their formal education by their guardians and the society.
There are some girls (Bondona, Mita, Tripti, a long list) who even skipped to be victimized by CM several times.
These adolescent girls have many latent dreams and those get ways to be expressed when they are in a group. The
Girls' Clubs had opened the opportunity for them. Eighteen Girls' Clubs (25 members) have been formed (August,
2016) in their villages by the adolescent girls. When the opportunity of karate learning had knocked the door (July,
2017) of the girls, they are overwhelmed and showed eagerness to take part. But the guardians and the community
people stood against the will of the girls and the wall collapsed in front of their willpower. Coach and the girls were
ready but place of coaching not managed and lastly the rooftop of the project office is arranged. The coaching
started on 1st October and the girls have been coming in the coaching place from an average distance of seven km
(highest 20 km and lowest 3 km). However, the team was enthusiast and their confidence was increasing. In the
meantime the team had got an opportunity to display their karate sklll |n the eve of Natlonal Vlctory Day 2017 (16th
December) at Upazila level. This was their first | . . * . f :
performance in a public gathering. The team participated
in the two categories (parade and display) and showed
their skill in basic karate forms, breaking of tile board by
head, breaking of brick upon chest by hammer (lied on
nail board and another one hammered), etc. The chief
guest Ismat Ara Sadique, honorable minister of state,
Ministry of Public Administration, Upazila administration,
Schools, other institutions and general people have
observed and commended repeatedly. The team has
stood first and third in the display and parade category
respectively. The team and the project staff just amazed
on these achievements. The team is eyeing for national
level karate competition and team's registration for
membership in Bangladesh Karate Federation is under
process. The girls and their guardians are grateful to the |
project and wished to continue their full support and
involvement in all the project activities.

41



Rtes Re w02 Wer SRS Ao et ceant

39 I IV PN @ ICT @@ @R ToreEa SRR anws A SR e ¢ wifeet
IR T T | 51N TepREE SRR o PreiR g3 S ¢ Wrer R a =% @ ved
@fte SyEEe | wifiy, ANEs FareRaer, aiR SCoRTma SPveTeR FF G 12 JFEIR AR
ERANET GBI (IR | OIF ARIET T0! O @R ¢ wiigreR IRt o [ o a3 afsw
IACS B | A FFCIA FIIR 99T RETF IR I ¢ &g I8¢ Alfere siger 7el, Mer Tvarie,
GO, @R AT GT AFTOIT T T | @ A G AR AT JRRANT Ff o5
TR I 7 AT TTe TARE qR OF TFNTe TR @7 e ¢ Rew siewar saeet |
I O oo IR T AgTe R/ o Fws qeaa w @ e e | 32 Wt
T 20393 (THF OiF ACSRET A G OF wee oI REw oifey s 3@ @ | 67 197 o
WHCS AR AL R FCNH FIEH TT0a ST @R 9@ o e Py e Affaies sfeereme for
A HIEWT G | SfoeRFT Sitnd [RTT I0Hd A (i R ST qre I = | AT wfeeRE Sitnd
To! I RO AT FACe AE @R (7 @2 O TF0S AN | % S{YF O 90T 3% I (7 ©F
FIET T G B AP @F AT AN HCABA IR | SR G I3 @12 Qg Iy [{ew =i
sfifere e Frare =7 | MfEE RNt Fie swen of® wieR siwerw ¢ Raw e st @ =
BIPR ©fF AEF I ST T G JTe T12 > (19 I | AT AoSIgIe O FFiT 71 (A oI
i IfSs Fare AW =¥ | ©F AR @PIEN T 27 FfeoRe e fRET RE AT qR =TT S
(TR TWET A @R O TS Gewaes [y M 9 e afess s v | I8 w3t ©ig STt
AR BT TR G @7 OFF st (fF 03 TSR BIFATO WM Fa0© RS | TT IEHRARAS G0
TG T2 (A0 R CTS) G2 SFET TefEB FE@ AT Tofaze FI0e 57 | (& Aow g Tef3s
PR (I ST FCACR |

42

Village teenager Keya stops her early marriage

Keya Khatun aged 17 years is a daughter of Md. Abbas Gazi (39 years) and Rafiza

Begom (35 years) lives in Banshbaria, Sagordari union under Keshabpur Upazila of .

Jashore district. She belong to a family of four members in which her father
(landless day laborer) is the only earning source whereas her mother is a

housewife and she & her younger sister read in class ten and class four |

respectively. Due to poverty, social insecurity & unawareness of her guardians, she

was approached for early marriage frequently by her guardians. Her family |

members thought her burden & cause of poverty and seemed early marriage a
tactic to get rid of it. As an active member of the Girls' Club, she attends &
participates in all the meeting, day observation, rally & discussion arranged by the
club/the project. Through this kind of activity she gathered knowledge on the
disadvantage of early marriage and shared her problem with her fellow
classmates. They encouraged her to have effort to convince her guardians on the

issue of early marriage & get her a chance to be a teacher by completing her |
education. In that situation, in March 2017 one bridegroom-to-be approached on |
her guardians and fixed a date of next week for the marriage ceremony secretly. |
Whenever she got information she talked with the key person of the Girls' Club |

and together they approached her guardians to cancel the marriage proposal and
seemed it's a success. But the guardians were in their way of the marriage and
Keya got the intelligence of their covert plan. She discussed on the issue with her

fellow members of the club and by cell phone shared with her aunt (30 years) who |

lives in Dhaka. They had a plan to run away from her village for her aunt's house in
Dhaka. With the help of Tripti Das (member of the Girls' Club) she fled away to her

aunt. On her absent the guardians tried but failed to trace her and thus the -
proposal of marriage is cancelled. When the guardians managed to trace her, they |

committed to her that before 18 years of age and without prior approval her

marriage will not be fixed. Now she is continuing her education with the full |

support of her family & hopeful to get a job in Government sector in completion
of her study. She dreams for a society free from child marriage and want to

continue her participation in all activities to prevent child marriage in the locality. e

Keya Khatun is grateful to the project for its' initiative of youth awareness against
child marriage in the locality wherein the issue is a curse.
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Housewife Rajubala is confident of better livelihood

Rajubala Das (39 years) is the wife of Kartik Das (46 years) lives in
Kashimpur village under Keshabpur Upazila of Jashore district. She has a
family of five members in which her husband & elder son is the earning
sources. Their occupation is day laborer and barber, and they also have
some crop cultivation (22 decimal) on leased land. Her two daughter reads
in class eleven and class three respectively. Though Rajubala Das is an

illiterate housewife she tried her best to keep supporting her family in the

bad days. She cultivated vegetable in her homestead and tried her best for
good production but her effort succeeded in a little margin. She felt
hopeless but was eager to do something important to reduce the poverty
of her family. As a beneficiary of the project, she regularly attends the
study session arranged in the Girls' Club and in a session of September,

2017 she got the information of training on "Vegetable Cultivation on _ .

Homestead". With the other participants she received the day-long training

(15.10.2017) facilitated by Upazila Agriculture Officer, Keshabpur Upazila, .

Jashore. She also received the good quality seeds of gourd, papaya,
spinach, and radish after the training had completed. After that in an
enthusiastic manner she started to cultivate the crops in her homestead
(two decimals) and in a few days she presumed better production. The
usage of the vegetables for nutritional purposes by her family is ongoing
and she also supports the family from selling her vegetable in regular basis.
By selling she managed to save BDT 1,000.00 {(one thousand only) and
arranging another BDT 400.00 she bought a she-goat on BDT 1,400.00 on
the first week of December, 2017. Now she is eyeing for some handsome
money from the existing vegetable garden and happy enough to meet the
nutrition demand of her family. She plans to earn from homestead

cultivation and goat rearing and want to invest the money in the |2

educational purposes for her two girls. Rajubala is thankful to the project
for the support that has made the opportunity to be self-employed.
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Halima Stops her early marriage

» Halima is a quiet girl, 16 years of age, student of class X (ten)
4 of Keshabpur Pilot High School. Who is also a member of the
¥ Girls Club, supported by Her Choice Project at Sujapur village
-8 of Keshabpur Sadar Union under Keshabpur Upazila. She lives

' with her parents in the same village. Her Father Barik Biswash
is a street hawker who sells chickpea and her mother Farida
Begum is a housewife. Halima is a name of winner who
| fought against Early Marriage in her personal life and able to
| prevent her dropout from the school. As a Girls Club member,
she learned the laws of Marriage and the penalty of Early
Marriage. So she was able to apply her knowledge to prevent
- her early marriage with the help of Union Facilitator of Her
~ Choice Project. Halima is 2nd child of her parents out of four,
' three sisters and one brother. Halima has an elder sister
Khadiza Khatun - who married at the age of 15 in 2012. Her
parents thought if they gave marriage their daughter, she might be relieved a little from their unbearable
poverty, because Barik Biswash and his wife were unknown about the consequences of early marriage. So Barik
Biswash set Halima's marriage in November 2016 with her own cousin who is 40 years of age and already
married & leading a conjugal life having two children. Because her father agreed to such proposal only for
hoping that their girl would eat well and live well in a better economic condition. As Club member of Her Choice
Project at Sujapur village, Halima came to know the demerits as well as the consequences of early marriage
(before 18 years of age) and disagreed to marry at the age of 16 years. Halima tried to convince her parents by
telling the bad outcome what she learned from club meetings of Her Choice Project. Her mother understood
because she has been facing the punishment by herself and agreed not to marry her daughter before 18 years
of age. But her father stood same of his decision and continued all arrangements of Halima's marriage
ceremony without concerning Halima's mother while she stayed at another village. So no one was there for
trying to stop the ceremony. Halima enlightened from the Club of "Her Choice". She had goodwill and confident
herself to continue her study. She informed about the situation to the union facilitator of Her Choice Project, by
cell phone. Nasima Khatun contacted her mother, Farida Begum, and went together to the spot and stopped the
ceremony. Halima is very happy now and has attending school regularly to continue her study hard. She wants
to stand on her own feet and make her own choices. She is dreaming to make society a better place for women.
Halima is thankful to the project for the support that helped to stop her early marriage.
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Stopping her early marriage Subarna Das on her dreamy way

Suborna Das is a member of Girls Club of Komorpol under Satbaria union in
Keshabpur upazila of Jashore District. She is the eldest daughter of Shadhin Das
and Rupali Das among their three children. She is a student of class 10 at
Komorpol Girls Secondary School. She dreams of higher study and become a
teacher. But all of her dreams were almost going to crash a couple of months ago
if she were not determined on her decision of not marrying early. A couple of
months ago a matchmaker came to her house with a marriage proposal. Her
parents agreed at this proposal because they were concerned about her safety
as Suborna was bullied by eve teasers on the way of the school. Besides, there is
a prejudice remains in the community is that the prettiness of girls disappear
after 18-20 and after that age no one will agree to marry the girl. For these
reason the member of Suborna's family agreed to arrange (November, 2016) her
marriage. But Suborna remains adamant and protest against the decision. She
asked her grandparents and the neighbors to aware her parents about the
consequences of early marriage what she has learned from club meeting at
adolescent club house of Her Choice Project. Suborna's grandparents
inconsistently tried to convince her about how her beauty will disappear. But she
stayed rigid on her decision. Her family members realize that she would not
agree to get marriage by her will. So they arranged the marriage ceremony
secretly at the home of her maternal uncle and invited her to come with them
for visiting her uncle's house. Intellectually, Suborna got the real message and
informed the union facilitator of Her Choice Project and asked for emergency
help. The union facilitator went to her house and told them about the bad
consequences of early marriage with real life example and also told them about
the law and police enforcement for early marriage. This time her parents realize
what mistake they were going to do and were ashamed by themselves. They
thanked Her Choice Project for opening their eyes and promised to help the
project by spreading the awareness among the community. Suborna did not
become a victim of child marriage instead of becoming a role model by standing
against the decision what was forced on her and establishing her own decision.
Many Suborna and their family will enlighten by the inspiration of this role
model and her exercise.
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Intelligent Poly Khatun prevents eve teasing

Poly Khatun is an adolescent girl who is a member of
adolescent girls club of Burihati girls club under Sagordari
union of Keshabpur upazila. She is 17 years of age. Now,
! she is studying at class 11 at Keshabpur College. Her
father's name is MD. Abdur Sattar who is a day laborer and
her mother's name is Shahanara Begum who is a
housewife. Poly lives with her parents including one
| brother and one sister. Poly is one of the most beautiful
; \ . and talented girl at her community. She wanted to
complete higher study and get establlshed to help her parents and the poor people from her
community. But her dreams twisted when she became a victim of eve teasing by Bacchu Sardar, lives in
the neighbor community. Bacchu started to follow her on the way of her college and disturbed her with
unpleasant comments and soon after he started to propose her unprincipled things. Poly became
frightened with such regular activities and once informed her parent about this. Her parent got scared
too, because they did not want to see any harms coming to their daughter's way. So they decided to
stop (November, 2016) Poly for sending to her college immediately. The story of Poly's dream could
have stopped at this point, but it didn't. In the meantime, Poly become an active member of the girls
club and learned about the Government supported legal aid on Eve Teasing. She became aware and
intrepid and shared her miserable story to Union Facilitator of Girls' Club. Soon after hearing this, the
Union Facilitator went to Poly's home and raises awareness in them and went to a member of Union
Parishad, Mujibor Rahman. Mujibor Rahman went to Bacchu's house along with Poly's parents and
union facilitator of Her Choice Project and warned Bacchu and his parents that if he do this kind of
rotten things again he will be given in the hand of police force and will be punished under the
respective law. Then, Union Facilitator told Bacchu's parents about the bad consequences of what their
son was doing and the law that is established. They understood and became aware of their son's
unhealthy activities and apologized. Now, Bacchu do not disturb Poly anymore and Poly started her
study again without fear of eve teasing as well as with new hope new dream!
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Education for daughter is my main commitment ;
Red card to child marriage

dalitkhulna@gmail.com | www.dalitbd.org
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